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The story, facts, names and other information and events depicted in this case are fiction. The 

case was prepared by the Human Rights League based on the information provided in the 

official country of information sources on Syrian Arab Republic and Turkey. However, any 

similarity to any person living or dead is merely coincidental. 
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General information about Kalosvia 

 

Kalosvia is democratic State and full member of European Union. It is situated in the Eastern 

part of EU and borders with Ukraine. During the Cold War, the state was under the influence 

of Soviet Union. Now, the country is full member of EU and applies all relevant EU law 

including asylum legislation as well as the 1951 Geneva Convention (UN Convention relating 

to the Status of Refugees approved on 28 July 1951 and its 1967 Protocol). Official language 

is English. 

The asylum system consists of Asylum Office, which is independent body under the authority 

of Ministry of Interior. Asylum Office is responsible for determination of asylum applications 

submitted by third country nationals. The outcome of the procedure may be granting of 

asylum based on 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention definition, granting of subsidiary 

protection (based on EU law) or denial of protection. Every application is examined with 

regard to both protection statuses. The subsidiary protection need is determined in the case 

that no reasons for asylum were found. The proceeding is commonly known as “the asylum 

procedure” and the application as the “asylum application” irrespective of the fact that it 

concerns both asylum and subsidiary protection.  

In the case that asylum seeker does not agree with the decision of Asylum Office, s/he has the 

right to submit the appeal to the Asylum Administrative Court within the 30 days after 

delivery of the decision. The Asylum Administrative Court has the power to grant asylum or 

subsidiary protection to the applicant.  

During the moot court competition, you are allowed to use international law and/or 

jurisprudence, notably 1951 Geneva Convention and other UN treaties/conventions and 

resolutions and EU Asylum Law, including the jurisprudence of CJEU. European 

Convention on Human Rights and jurisprudence of ECtHR may be used as well. 

National legislation or jurisprudence of Slovakia or any other EU Member State is not 

applicable in this case. Kalosvia is fictitious country.  
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The Interview 

Applicant: Ms. Amal Hazboun, born 15.4.1995, Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, 

female 

Date of the interview: 2 February 2016 

Case No.: MO-150/AA-F/2016 

Decision maker: Ms. Eva Nova 

 

Subject: Interview regarding the details and reasons for the asylum application lodged 

by the applicant on 25 January 2016 

 

Background of the case:  

 

On 25 January 2016, the applicant applied for international protection in Kalosvia, during her 

stay in Immigration detention centre, where she was awaiting expulsion to Turkey. The 

applicant is from Syrian Arab Republic, she was born in capital, Damascus. Her family – 

mother, father and brother, are currently living in Jordan, where they fled in 2015 due to the 

war in Syria.  

 

The applicant stated that reasons for her application include fear for her life and safety due to 

the war in Syria, which caused that she and her family had to leave Syria. She is afraid to 

return to Syria as the war makes the living in country impossible for her.  

 

The applicant left Syria in January 2014 to Turkey, she went alone, and she crossed the 

borders legally and arrived to town of Mersin. She was registered with Turkish authorities and 

granted temporary protection. She was enrolled in resettlement programme of UNHCR in 

December 2014. There she lived until mid-2015 and as she was unable to bear the conditions 

for refugees there, especially lack of work permit and any job or studying opportunities, she 

took the boat to Greece, landed on island of Lesvos and later on crossed Macedonia, Serbia 

and Hungary, where she arrived in September 2015. In Hungary she stayed for several days at 

train station and found person who promised her to take her to Germany in car. She paid him 

500€ and eventually she was caught by police in Kalosvia. Initially, she did not want to apply 

for asylum as her destination country was Germany. Therefore, police in Kalosvia decided to 

expel her to Turkey, to the place of her last residence. In January 2016, the applicant applied 

for asylum in Kalosvia.  

 

The asylum interview has been conducted in English with translation to Arabic, with the 

consent of the applicant, during her stay in Detention centre. The female Arabic interpreter 

has been present. The applicant has been secured that all the information provided during this 

interview shall be confidential and shall be used purely for the reasons of qualification of her 

case and protection needs. 

 

Prior to the interview, applicant received written document in both Arabic and English 

languages on the rights and duties during the asylum procedure. The applicant confirmed that 
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she fully understands the text and information provided. 

 

Interview: 

Starting time: 9:00 

 

Q: Good morning, my name is Eva Nova, I am decision maker of Asylum Office of the 

Republic of Kalosvia. I will ask you several questions regarding your asylum application 

lodged in our state. The questions and your answers will be translated to/from English 

language to/from Arabic language. If you will not understand any of the questions, do not 

hesitate to ask for further explanation. You are obliged to tell truth as all the information 

presented by you will be relevant in the process of consideration of your application. Do you 

understand me and do you understand interpreter? 

 

A: Yes, I understood and I do understand interpreter. 

 

Q: Does your health condition allow you to take part in this interview and answer the 

questions?  

A: Yes, it does. 

 

Q: What is your full name? 

A: Amal Hazboun 

 

Q: What is your date of birth? 

A: 15.4.1995 

 

Q: What is your place of birth?  

A: Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic 

 

Q: Do you have any identification document?  

A: Yes, I have my passport from Syria, it is here in detention centre. I do not have any other 

documents with me. 

 

Q: What was your last permanent address in your country of origin? 

A: Damascus, Syria.   

 

Q: Do you have any other documents with you? 

A: Yes, I have Turkish residency document stating that I am Syrian under temporary 

protection valid until 2017 and I have confirmation on enrolment to resettlement programme 

with UNHCR.  

 

Q: What is you citizenship, if you have any and what is your nationality? 

A: I am Syrian citizen and I have Syrian nationality. 

 

Q: What is your religion? 

A: I am Sunni Muslim. 

 

Q: What is your marital status?  

A: I am single. I have never been married. I do not have any children. 

 

Q: Are you a member of any political party or association? 
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A: No, I am not. 

 

Q: How did you come from your country of origin to this country? When did you start the 

journey? 

A: I left Syria in January 2014, I went to Turkey. I could not bear to live in Syria anymore. I 

was very scared of war, I did not have any job, and I was not able to study. There was nothing 

to do for me and I had a lot of problems there. I was terrified. I decided to leave, so I went to 

Turkey. I stayed in Turkey more than a year, but there, conditions for refugees are very 

difficult. We can’t work, we can’t study, and this is difficult. And you never know if Turkey 

will not start to send people back to Syria. Also, it is not safe there for us, women. I had a lot 

of problems. My landlord often said that if I had no money I could pay him differently…but I 

did not want to have a sex with him! I decided to leave in July 2015, because lots of people 

were leaving. I went to Izmir, there I paid 800€ and took a boat to Lesvos. From there 

I continued to Macedonia, Serbia and Hungary. I was in Hungary in September; I arrived to 

train station where I spent several nights. There I met one man who offered to take me to 

Germany for 500€ by car and I agreed. Unfortunately, police here in Kalosvia stopped us and 

they put me here, in detention. Now, they want to deport me to Turkey. Therefore I decided to 

apply for asylum.  

 

Q: Are there any relatives accompanying you here in this country? 

A: No.    

 

Q: Do you have any relatives in Germany or other EU country?  

A: No. 

 

Q: Why did you want to go to Germany?  

A: I heard that people there are good and that they welcome refugees. I thought I can find a 

job there and finish my studies.   

 

Q: How much did you pay for the journey from Turkey?  

A: I spent around 1500€. 

 

Q: Where did you get all those money? 

A: I saved them. 

 

Q: How did you safe the money if you could not work in Turkey?   

A: Actually, I was working. It was not official…but I could not have survived otherwise.  

 

Q: What did you do in Turkey? 

A: I did a lot of things – cleaning houses, selling things, working in the textile factory…it was 

hard but I saved some money.  

 

Q: Where did you live in Turkey?  

A: I lived in Mersin in a flat with other family. We shared it.  I could not afford my own flat 

and I could not live alone, it is too dangerous for a single woman like me.  

 

Q: How much did you earn per month and how much did you pay for rent?  

A: I earned sometimes 150 – 300€/month. I paid 150€ for rent. I had to do a lot of things to 

survive.  
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Q: Can you tell me something about the resettlement programme you enrolled in?    

A: Well, several months after I arrived to Turkey I heard that there is possibility for 

resettlement of Syrian refugees to USA or Canada, by UNHCR. I went to their local office in 

December 2014, they registered me, and they had interview with me and said that they will let 

me know. But until I left Turkey in July, there was nothing. I called them several times, but 

they always said that I had to wait and my request is being processed. I lost my hope that this 

could work out.  

 

Q: Do you have any family in Syria?  

A: I have parents and younger brother. But they left Syria to Jordan, in 2015. They were also 

afraid of war.  

 

Q: Are you in contact with them? Do they help you?  

A: Well, sometimes I call them. But it is difficult to call to Jordan, it is expensive… and we 

do not have good relation.  

 

Q: Why is it so? 

A: Because I left to Turkey alone. They did not want me to leave like this. They are angry 

about it.  

 

Q: Does your family help you financially?  

A: No, they have very little money themselves. 

 

Q: Why did you leave Syria to Turkey?  

A: I was afraid to live there. There is a war. I could not finish my studies, I wanted to go to 

the university, but this was not possible anymore. I could not find any job there and my family 

did not have enough money to feed me and my younger brother. It was so difficult. I had to 

leave.  

 

Q: But you lived in the capital city and this is safer comparing to other places in Syria. What 

were you afraid about?  

A: Yes, Damascus is safer, but the life there is very difficult. You never know when the war 

will come to your neighbourhood. There are fights at the suburbs. And the security situation is 

terrible. It was dangerous to walk on the streets for me alone. Lots of people just disappear 

and you do not hear about them anymore. Our government is paranoid and you can get 

arrested for slightest suspicion of being against Assad. There is no life for me anymore. It is 

very different now. I used to have normal life, went to school, and had friends. Now, everyone 

is dead, missing or abroad and those who are staying are terrified. The only way to survive for 

a girl is to marry.  

 

Q: Did you plan to marry? 

A: No, I did not want to, but my family decided this was the best for me. They started to look 

for a husband for me. They thought that this will ease the pressure on our family, because I 

will be cared by husband. They found 3 different men and asked me to choose.  But I did not 

want to marry, so I left secretly to Turkey. I had to. Now my family will not forgive me this. I 

put a shame on them.  

 

Q: Did you or your family have any problems with government or any other party of the 

conflict in Syria? 

A: No, we were not politically active. You know, at the beginning of the war, we hoped that it 
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would be soon over. Nobody likes Assad, he is dictator and we thought that life would 

become much easier without him. But the war lasts already for 5 years… nothing will ever be 

the same…so many people died, there is only misery now (the applicant suddenly starts to 

cry).  

 

Q: I can see that you are very emotional. Are you able to continue the interview?  

A: Yes, it is just that the war is very bad. I feel so sad and depressed. I will never return to my 

home and my life will never be the same again. But we can continue the interview.  

 

Q: Did you have any particular problem in Turkey? 

A: Well, the life for Syrians in Turkey is very difficult. We have no rights there. We have 

only temporary protection. They let us in, they left us to live there, but there is no future. To 

survive is very difficult. And I am very young and female and alone, this is difficult for me. If 

I stayed there I would have to eventually marry someone, otherwise is not safe. Therefore I 

decided to leave for Europe. I heard that people here welcome us and I think I can live here by 

myself, get a job and go to school. This is all I want.  

 

Q: Why did you apply for asylum only now, after several months in detention?  

A: I had been very miserable when the police detained me. I had lost all my hope. You have 

to understand me, I was in Europe, heading to Germany and I thought everything will be fine 

again. And then the police caught me and put me in detention here. I have never heard about 

this country. I did not even know it existed. So I did not know what to do. I was very 

depressed and traumatized. But I learned that you were in the EU too and that I could lodge 

asylum application here. Also, I spent some time with psychologist here, she did visit me in 

detention several times, and that helped me a lot. Now I feel better.  

 

 Q: Thank you for your answers. I have no more questions. Would you like to add something 

that is important for your asylum application and we have not discussed it yet?  

A: Yes. I want to stress the fact that I need protection. I could not return to my country 

because I would lose my life. I want normal life, work and security. Please, consider it.  

 

Q: Thank you. The decision on your application will be delivered to you and translated. Can 

we finish this interview?  

A: Yes, we can.   

 

Q: Did you understand interpreter?  

A: Yes, fully.  

 

Q: Has the presence of any of us (decision maker, interpreter) constituted the barrier for you 

to speak openly about the reasons of your asylum application?  

A: No, it has not.   

 

End time: 12:30 p.m. 
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Republic of Kalosvia 

Ministry of Interior 

Asylum Office 

Case No.: MO-150/AA-F/2016 

Date of issuance: 15.02.2016 

Decision on Asylum Application 

 Based on the applicable legislation and careful examination of the case, the Asylum 

Office of the Republic of Kalosvia decided as follows:  

The application for international protection submitted by Ms. Amal Hazboun, born 15.4.1995 

in Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, last permanent address in Mersin, Turkey, now residing 

in Kalosvia, Immigration detention centre, (hereby referred as “the applicant”) is rejected as 

inadmissible due to the reasons of being able to legally return and reside in safe third country 

– Turkey. Decision is based on the art. 33 (2) (c) of the Directive 2013/32/EU of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 on common procedures for granting and 

withdrawing international protection.  

 

REASONING 

 

Facts of the case:  

On 25 January 2016, the applicant applied for international protection in Kalosvia, during her 

stay in Immigration detention centre, where she was awaiting expulsion to Turkey. The 

applicant is from Syrian Arab Republic, she was born in capital city - Damascus. Her family – 

mother, father and brother, are currently living in Jordan, where they fled in 2015 due to the 

war in Syria.  

 

The applicant stated that reasons for her application include fear for her life and safety due to 

the war in Syria, which caused that she and her family subsequently had to leave Syria. 

Family is in Jordan. The applicant is afraid to return to Syria as the war makes the living in 

country impossible for her.  

 

The applicant left Syria in January 2014 to Turkey, she went alone, and she crossed the 

borders legally and arrived to the town of Mersin. She was registered with Turkish authorities 

and granted temporary protection. She was enrolled in resettlement program of UNHCR in 

December 2014. There she lived until mid-2015 and as she was unable to bear the conditions 

for refugees there, especially lack of work permit and any job or studying opportunities, she 

took the boat to Greece, landed on island of Lesbos and later on crossed Macedonia, Serbia 

and Hungary, where she arrived in September 2015. In Hungary she stayed for several days at 

train station and found person who promised to take her to Germany in car. She paid him 
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500€ and eventually she was caught by police in Kalosvia. Initially, she did not want to apply 

for asylum as her destination country was Germany. Therefore, police in Kalosvia decided to 

expel her to Turkey, to the place of her last residence. In January 2016, the applicant applied 

for asylum in Kalosvia.  

 

Legal qualification: 

Based on the facts of the case, information presented by the applicant during the interview 

and information about the situation in Syrian Arab Republic and Turkey, the Asylum Office 

has to conclude that the application is inadmissible due to the reasons of the applicant coming 

from safe third country where she enjoyed sufficient protection and is able to return and reside 

legally there.  

The Asylum Office is well aware about the dire situation of Syrians inside Syria and about the 

on-going war causing a lot of civilian causalities (over 400.000 according to latest estimates). 

However, the Asylum Office wants to highlight that the application for international 

protection lodged by the applicant was not examined in the matter as the applicant came from 

the third country, where she was residing legally, has a valid residence permit and can enjoy 

the protection there.  

As proved during the procedure, the applicant enjoys temporary protection in Turkey, which 

currently hosts around 2.5 million Syrian refugees on its territory. The applicant has valid 

residence permit and has been registered by the Turkish authorities. Therefore, the Asylum 

Office concludes that there is no barrier against her return to Turkey and enjoyment of the 

protection. The Asylum Office wishes to emphasize that the residence permit in possession of 

the applicant is valid until 2017 and has not been cancelled by the Turkish authorities. 

Moreover, according to recent developments, Turkey started to issue work permits for Syrian 

refugees living in its territory.  

Also, the applicant has been enrolled in resettlement programme with UNHCR, so she has the 

possibility to continue in this programme once returned to Turkey.  

Moreover, the applicant did not apply for asylum immediately after she was caught by the 

police in Kalosvia, but only after spending few months in detention. Therefore, Asylum 

Office considers her application to be abusive and lodged with the sole aim of postponing or 

jeopardizing her forced return to Turkey. It must be highlighted that the applicant wanted to 

go to Germany, so it is clear that she has no intention to stay in Kalosvia. 

Therefore, the application of Ms. Amal Hazboun is rejected as inadmissible due to the safe 

third country being for her Turkey.  

Advice of remedies: The applicant has the right to submit the appeal to the Asylum 

Administrative Court within 30 days after the delivery of this decision. 

In Kalosvia, 16 February 2016, Director of Asylum Office  


